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February 3, 2021 
 
The Honorable Joe Manchin      The Honorable John Barrasso 
Chairman       Ranking Member 
U.S. Senate Committee on      U.S. Senate Committee on 

Energy and Natural Resources    Energy and Natural Resources 
304 Dirksen Senate Building     304 Dirksen Senate Building 
Washington, DC 20510     Washington, DC 20510 
 
 
Dear Chairman Manchin, Ranking Member Barrasso:  
 
Thank you for holding a full Committee hearing today to examine global climate trends and progress in 
addressing climate change. I am submitting this letter today on behalf of the American Exploration and 
Production Council (AXPC), a national trade association representing the largest independent oil and 
natural gas exploration and production companies in the United States. Many of our member 
companies provide jobs, tax revenues, and economic benefits in your home states of West Virginia and 
Wyoming. 
 
Data from IHS Markit shows that U.S. independents combine to produce about 83 percent of the 
nation’s oil production and 90 percent of its natural gas and natural gas liquids (NGL) production.1  
The oil and natural gas industry is one of the most thoroughly regulated industries in the U.S. and we 
recognize the importance of regulations that balance the essential value of American oil and natural 
gas production with the global challenge of addressing climate change.  As an industry, we have an 
irreplaceable role in developing and employing the technologies and innovative solutions that further 
our global climate goals, secure our longer-term energy future, and support our national security.   
 
Reducing Emissions with Innovation and Technology  
Our industry recognizes the need for public-private partnerships to create and deploy a broad range of 
large-scale, low-cost greenhouse gas emissions reduction technologies across the economy. These 
technologies should help to produce oil and natural gas in ways that are less carbon intensive than 
current practice.  Working as partners, government and business leaders can support the scientific 
research necessary to develop new technologies, demonstrate the potential of these new technologies 
in critical applications, incentivize commercial investment in promising innovations, and deploy new 
technologies in public sector applications.  

 
1 “The Economic Contribution of Independent Operators in the United States” (May 2019) HIS Markit, for IPAA 
https://www.ipaa.org/new-study-independent-oil-gas-operators-drive-american-energy-development-by-wide-margin/ 
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One opportunity would be the research, development and demonstration of carbon capture utilization 
and storage (CCUS).  According to the International Energy Agency (IEA), “Carbon capture, utilization 
and storage is the only group of technologies that contributes both to reducing emissions in key 
sectors directly and to removing CO2 to balance emissions that are challenging to avoid – a critical part 
of “net” zero goals. After years of slow progress, new investment incentives and strengthened climate 
goals are building new momentum behind CCUS.” 
 
This widely recognized technology can be supported by America’s policymakers by advancing efficient, 
modernized, and timely permitting to new CCUS facilities and supporting infrastructure development.  
In addition, policy makers should count CCUS as an avoided greenhouse gas (GHG) control program, 
address the liability challenges of long-term storage of CO2, and help mitigate the high costs associated 
with early development of CCUS.   
 
Significant technology improvements by the industry and our nation’s abundance of U.S natural gas 
supply has led to our country becoming a leader in emissions reductions over the last decade.  The 
deployment of CCUS technology can further reduce emissions.   
 
Increased Natural Gas Production and Use Leads to Emissions Reductions 
Over the past decade, natural gas production nearly doubled, while U.S. total energy-related CO2 
emissions declined significantly. In part because of our industry, U.S. emissions reductions have 
outpaced the rest of the world.  According to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, from 2005 to 
2018, total U.S. energy-related CO2 emissions fell by 12 percent, while global energy-related emissions 
increased nearly 24 percent during this same period.  Methane emissions from oil and natural gas 
systems also are down 23 percent since 1990.  
 
Our environmental progress is recognized globally as well.  The IEA reports that in 2019, the U.S. 
reduced CO2 emissions by 140 million tons, the largest reduction of any country, as a result of 
increased natural gas production. And, according to the Center for Climate and Energy Solutions, 
natural gas has been the primary driver2 in reducing U.S. electric-power sector CO2 emissions to 32-
year lows, and they are projected to continue to decline. The increased use of natural gas has also 
played a role in the reduction in criteria pollutants, including ozone precursors. The progress our 
country has made should serve as a model for the world—and natural gas is a key component of our 
success.   
 
U.S. Liquified Natural Gas (LNG) supports climate goals, while helping meet global energy demand 
The U.S. has a unique opportunity to meet growing global energy demand while and ensuring it will be 
filled by an energy source that better serves global climate goals.  Even under the IEA Sustainable 
Development Scenario, which assumes every country meets their Paris commitments, the world will 
still get almost 50 percent of its energy from oil and natural gas in 2040.  

 
2 https://www.c2es.org/content/natural-
gas/#:~:text=Combustion%20of%20natural%20gas%20emits,emissions%20to%20mid%2D1990%20levels 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__republicanwhip.us13.list-2Dmanage.com_track_click-3Fu-3D7783639785263f13d836e22fe-26id-3Dc87416c55e-26e-3Dc1afe3323f&d=DwMFaQ&c=L93KkjKsAC98uTvC4KvQDdTDRzAeWDDRmG6S3YXllH0&r=VfZpKovVY-6k2RXmd4_p_D5ns2NtNJKRHThSA4tPf0Q&m=O3NzGGAwfeRd5FoKPEY-2-m5TS-Hi2F--KqBKTM_q4U&s=hM1uVUudkbnf1TK26OGaNrb63QM6vzvJlLTx9q73ejk&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__republicanwhip.us13.list-2Dmanage.com_track_click-3Fu-3D7783639785263f13d836e22fe-26id-3D72f36ed73c-26e-3Dc1afe3323f&d=DwMFaQ&c=L93KkjKsAC98uTvC4KvQDdTDRzAeWDDRmG6S3YXllH0&r=VfZpKovVY-6k2RXmd4_p_D5ns2NtNJKRHThSA4tPf0Q&m=O3NzGGAwfeRd5FoKPEY-2-m5TS-Hi2F--KqBKTM_q4U&s=lZ3XvOCgXx5Gp1wTkKKvcsmB0fYPlh1OfB0oOg-e1tk&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__republicanwhip.us13.list-2Dmanage.com_track_click-3Fu-3D7783639785263f13d836e22fe-26id-3D72f36ed73c-26e-3Dc1afe3323f&d=DwMFaQ&c=L93KkjKsAC98uTvC4KvQDdTDRzAeWDDRmG6S3YXllH0&r=VfZpKovVY-6k2RXmd4_p_D5ns2NtNJKRHThSA4tPf0Q&m=O3NzGGAwfeRd5FoKPEY-2-m5TS-Hi2F--KqBKTM_q4U&s=lZ3XvOCgXx5Gp1wTkKKvcsmB0fYPlh1OfB0oOg-e1tk&e=
https://www.c2es.org/content/natural-gas/#:~:text=Combustion%20of%20natural%20gas%20emits,emissions%20to%20mid%2D1990%20levels
https://www.c2es.org/content/natural-gas/#:~:text=Combustion%20of%20natural%20gas%20emits,emissions%20to%20mid%2D1990%20levels
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One of the best ways to reduce global emissions is to promote U.S. liquified natural gas to global 
markets which currently use more emissions intensive energy sources. For example, China gets about 
2/3 of its electricity from coal, India gets about 3/4. U.S. LNG can help reduce emissions by 50 percent. 
U.S. LNG can also ensure that worldwide energy demand is satisfied in a manner that minimizes GHG 
emissions while maximizing reliability, and cost-efficiency.   
 
To further domestic and global progress from our increased use of natural gas, AXPC supports efforts 
by policy leaders to promote increased transportation, use, and exports of natural gas, including: 
 

• Increasing the use of natural gas in global power generation. Natural gas is now the largest 
source of U.S. electric power generation, helping reduce U.S. greenhouse gas emissions from 
power generation to mid-1990 levels. 3   
 

• Providing energy access through natural gas to reduce poverty and improve the standard of 
living and the environment in impoverished nations. Nearly a billion people worldwide lack 
access to electricity which significantly hurts access to health care, life expectancy, economic 
opportunity, and overall quality of life.   
 

• Incorporating more natural gas into free trade agreements. Free trade agreements (FTAs) can 
be made with select countries to reduce barriers to U.S. natural gas exports. As of March 2019, 
only 18 countries had a natural gas free trade agreement with the United States. More 
countries should be added to facilitate natural gas exports. 
 

• Expediting approvals for U.S. LNG to countries without an FTA. Shipments of U.S. LNG are 
automatically approved if the U.S. and the receiving country have a free trade agreement in 
place.  If an FTA is not in force, the Natural Gas Act requires that a company must obtain 
approval from the Department of Energy (DOE).  That approval is dependent on DOE publishing 
the application in the Federal Register and taking comment to determine if the export is in the 
public interest. 
 

• Seeking diplomatic efforts to encourage the consumption of U.S. LNG globally. Because of the 
high environmental standards on the industry, and innovations in emissions controls in the 
production of oil and natural gas; U.S. LNG has significantly lower lifecycle emissions than the 
second highest global producer, Russia4. Promoting U.S. LNG abroad is not only good for 
lowering emissions, but also for our national security and global stability.  
 

 
3 https://www.c2es.org/content/natural-

gas/#:~:text=Combustion%20of%20natural%20gas%20emits,emissions%20to%20mid%2D1990%20levels.  

4 https://www.energy.gov/sites/prod/files/2019/09/f66/2019%20NETL%20LCA-GHG%20Report.pdf 

https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/EG.ELC.COAL.ZS?most_recent_year_desc=false
https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/EG.ELC.COAL.ZS?most_recent_year_desc=false
https://www.api.org/news-policy-and-issues/lng-exports/new-lifecycle-analysis-of-us-lng-exports
https://www.energy.gov/sites/prod/files/2019/09/f66/2019%20NETL%20LCA-GHG%20Report.pdf
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• Enhancing U.S. infrastructure by supporting reforms that expedite the permitting process for 
energy infrastructure and/or provide financing options to bolster options to expand export 
markets for U.S. LNG.  

 
We look forward to working together on solutions that ensure a vibrant U.S. oil and natural gas 
industry, a growing, prosperous economy, and energy security that protects our interests at home and 
abroad.   

 
Respectfully, 

 
 

 
Anne Bradbury 
CEO 
American Exploration and Production Council 
 

 
 


